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How	can	 this	apparent	paradox,	a	flawed	 transition	 setting	 the	
stage	for	democratic	progress,	be	explained?	Ghana,	despite	the	emer-
183


































and	an	electoral	 system.	The	 stability	of	 a	democratic	order	 in	any	
country	is	ultimately	determined	by	the	extent	to	which	such	institu-
tions	are	able	to	function	in	a	sustainable	manner	(Ninsin	006:	59).
Elections	 are	 a	major	 institutional	 pillar	 of	 liberal	 democracy.	
They	 provide	 the	 platform	 for	 exercising	 the	 core	 rights	 associated	
with	democracy	–	freedom	of	speech,	association,	choice	and	move-
ment.	They	are	also	an	expression	of	the	right	of	participation	in	the	







































































The	 incumbent	 regime,	 therefore,	 had	 special	 interest	 in	 the	
outcome	of	 the	 transition	process	and	would	not	 countenance	any	
measures	that	would	prevent	it	from	retaining	power	in	the	new	dis-
pensation.	The	PNDC,	therefore	deliberately	and	carefully	controlled	





















Innovations in electoral politics 
From	such	a	slippery	start,	the	strides	that	Ghana	has	taken	in	elec-
toral	politics	since	99	are	 impressive.	Ghana	has	since	held	three	














has	contributed	 in	no	 small	measure	 to	Ghana’s	achievements	 thus	
far.	A	few	of	these	would	be	illustrative:	
In	Article		the	rights	to	freedom	of	speech	and	expression,	
freedom	 of	 assembly,	 freedom	 of	 association,	 among	 others	
are	all	guaranteed.	Apart	from	being	useful	in	themselves,	the-
se	 freedoms	 have	 created	 a	 favourable	 environment	 for	 the	





Constitution	or	any	other	 law”.	As	a	 result	of	 this	provision,	















In	 fairness	 to	both	 the	competing	parties	and	 the	electorate,	




Article	 9	makes	provisions	on	 the	 rights	 of	 disabled	persons	
“who	must	be	protected	against	all	exploitation,	all	regulations	


















Further,	 Article	 6	 provides:	 “All	 state-owned	 media	 shall	
afford	fair	opportunities	and	facilities	for	the	presentation	of	
divergent	views	and	dissenting	opinions”.	Since	996,	Ghana	
Broadcasting	 Corporation	 (for	 both	 its	 radio	 and	 television)	
during	 election	 campaign	 period	 has	 apportioned	 equal	 air	
time	for	presidential	candidates	and	political	parties	to	present	
their	manifestoes.	Similar	provisions	have	also	been	made	in	
the	public	newspapers	like	Daily Graphic and Ghanaian Times.
In	 addition	 to	 the	 above	 provisions,	 the	 99	Constitution	made	 it	
mandatory	 for	 the	 establishment,	 through	 Acts	 of	 Parliament	 and	
within	six	months	of	 the	start	of	 the	Fourth	Republic,	a	number	of	



















intended	 to	 instill	 in	 the	 citizens	of	Ghana	awareness	of	 their	 civic	
responsibilities	and	an	appreciation	of	their	rights	and	obligations	as	
a	free	people”;	among	other	things.	The	NMC,	on	the	one	hand,	is	“to	


























































itself.	This	coincided	with	 the	need	of	both	 the	government	and	 the	











	 	 The	 extraneous	 factors	 include	 impersonation,	 double	 voting,	 juvenile	 voting,	
vote-rigging	and	fraud,	and	general	acts	of	manipulation	of	the	voting	process.
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the	EC	a	 great	deal.	On	 the	part	 of	 the	 executive,	 both	 the	previous	
NDC	and	the	incumbent	NPP	governments	have,	to	a	large	extent,	sta-
yed	within	the	constitutional	limits	in	their	relations	with	the	electoral	















Through	 their	 involvement	 with	 IPAC	 the	 political	 parties	


















in	 00.	 It	meets	 on	 a	 twice-monthly	 basis	 to	 discuss	 issues	






























































































med	 this	 role	were	Ghana-Alert,	 the	Network	 of	Domestic	Election	
Observers	(NEDEO),	a	coalition	of		prominent	national	religious,	





For	 the	 000	Elections,	 domestic	 election	monitoring	 assumed	
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candidates	 are	 important	 elements	 for	 leveling	 the	political	playing	
field.	To	help	reduce	if	not	resolve	the	inequalities	in	media	access	and	
coverage	 for	 the	parties	 and	candidates,	 institutions	of	 civil	 society	
groups	have	introduced	workshops	and	seminars	to	sensitize	media	
practitioners	 to	 their	 democratic	 and	 professional	 responsibilities	
(Agyeman-Duah	005:0).
Relaxation	of	media	censorship	since	99	has	also	paved	the	way	





























Media	 reporters,	 who	monitor	 ballot	 counts,	 announce	 results	
live	 from	 the	polling	and	constituency	 collating	 centres	 throughout	
the	country	while	the	operations	desks	at	the	radio	studios	tally	the	








hurdles	 remain	 to	 be	 surmounted.	 In	 the	 first	 place,	 the	 relations	




represent	 the	 faces	of	 the	 two	dominant	political	parties	 in	Ghana,	
have	had	a	negative	repercussion	on	an	otherwise	progressive	deve-






























reconciliation,	national	health	 insurance,	extension	of	 the	 franchise	















of	 ignorance	about	 the	 laws,	procedures	and	processes	of	elections.	
As	a	result,	corrupt	voting	practices	are	rampant	and	pointless	argu-
ments	provoke	conflicts	and	at	times	violence.	There	are	indications	




Isolated	 cases	 of	 election-related	 violence	 have	 broken	 out	 be-
fore,	during	and	after	elections	in	Ghana.	In	000,	the	post-election	


















party-related	 bodies	 have	 been	 constrained	by	 availability	 of	 donor	
funds	in-between	elections.
There	are	still	 some	flaws	 in	 the	EC’s	conduct	of	elections.	For	
example,	the	004	voter	registration	exercise	was	somewhat	marred	





This	 post	mortem	of	 electoral	 politics	 in	Ghana	 has	 demonstrated	
how	 the	country	has	 responded	 to	 liberal	democracy	over	 the	past	













tive	 responsibility	of	 all	 stakeholders	 –	 government	and	opposition,	









Democratic Innovation in the South
202
Third,	the	practice	of	dialogue	and	consultation	among	political	
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